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membeRs’ NewsleTTeR
Railway luncheon club
The Sydney monoRail

The builder and original operators of the sydney Harbour-link 
monorail, transport company TNT, described their TNT Harbour-
link monorail, as ‘moving sydney into the 21st Century’. The reality 
was that the monorail was completed before the re-development of 
Darling Harbour was finished and didn’t ‘link with Sydney Harbour’ 
as its promotional brochure predicted.

It was designed by swiss company Von Roll, who also built the cars, 
and constructed by TNT. At 3.6km long, it was opened in July 1988. 
The monorail gained a reputation as a ‘railway to nowhere’. much 
maligned over its almost 25 year history, the Government announced 
on 23 march 2012 that it had purchased the monorail and on 21 June 
2012 it announced that the monorail would be put it out of its misery 
and it would close on 30 June 2013.

Against this background, the luncheon Club decided that it was 
worth a final ride, and on 15 May 2013, our group of members and 
friends made their last ride on it. Following this bit of nostalgia, the 
group adjourned to the nearby Great southern Hotel for lunch.

Our next outing is on wednesday 19 June and we are going to 
Kiama. Catch the 9.27am Kiama intercity service from Central, 
arriving at Kiama at 11.51am. lunch is expected to be at the Kiama 
Bowling Club, but this will be confirmed on the day. On 17 July, it is 
our annual outing to the Hunter, and on this occasion, ed Tonks is to 
show us the delights of Cockle Creek.

Gary Hughes

May MeMberS MeeTiNg
Jim Longworth spoke about the origins of railways in Australia with 
a lecture titled:  ‘Early Australian Railed-ways 1788-1855’.

Previous claims to be the first railway in Australia have included: 
a Newcastle coalmine, the AA Co’s incline, Port Arthur, Goolwa-
Port Elliott, and Melbourne-Sandridge. However these were all 
usurped by a ‘railed-way’ in Tasmania at Darlington Jetty built 
before1829. Jim also proposed a definition of early Australian 
‘mainline’ railways, based on the concept of conquering the 
Australian tyranny of distance. That would nominate the Sydney-
Parramatta line in 1855 as the first ‘mainline’ railway in Australia. 
It connected two towns and was intended to connect the colony’s 
agricultural hinterland with its port.

There was much interaction with Jim from the audience. It 
was a very thought-provoking lecture which addressed long-held 
questions about Australia’s ‘first railways’.

PeTer berriMaN
ARHSnsw member and Chairman of the New South Wales Rail 
Transport Museum for the past nine years is suffering from an 
acute cancer-related illness. Peter has admitted that he has not long 
to live and is about to be admitted to palliative care. The NSWRTM 
board accepted the resignation of Peter with great sadness as both 
Chairman and Director at a meeting of the Board of Directors 
on the 24 April 2013. The Board decided out of respect for Peter 
to await his personal letter to the members before making his 
resignation public on 10 May. Peter’s RTM members’ letter not only 
said goodbye but also outlined the future of the NSWRTM as he 
hopes it will be.

Peter displayed supreme dedication to the Museum and his many 
roles within its operations was inspiring.

New in Bookshop!

FULL STEAM AHEAD 
reviews NSWRTM Steam 
Loco operations 1991-
2011. Featuring Bevan 

Wall’s footage from 
years gone by of: 1210, 
3001, 3112, 3265,3526, 
3642, 3801 and 5910.

Also view fantastic 
footage of Maitland 

Steamfest’s 2011 Great 
Train Race between 

3265 and 3526, taken 
in and from 3526’s cab. 

Approx 60 mins viewing.
Only $25

SHaNe O’Neil WriTeS: 
‘I am back! Thanks to editor for his kind words in the May 
newsletter and I am slowly on the mend. All components are 
in place, just that some don’t work quite how they used to, 
unfortunately. So some radiotherapy will be required and then I 
hope all will be well.’ 

It is good to have you back Shane! (Editor)

The Sydney Monorail at 
Harbourside on 5 April 2012. 
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