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Above: This scene shows a late stage in the construction of the reservoir, about 1922-3. While
concreting is proceeding in the foreground furtherclearing and excavationis taking place, with one
of the Manning Wardle locomotivesin charge ofatrain unioading cement inthe background. Below:
The Terminus of the branch line from Regent’s Park looking east, in 1915. The two lines nearest the
camera are the Department tracks, with the Board tracks beyond. The frame controlling the Main
and engine run around roads can be seen. (Photos: MW.S. & D.B)
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move forward. It's a light steam, engine first to the
water column making sure that the loco is brought
to a stand just at the right place. Your mate swings
out of the cab and opens the lid. After the hand
brake is firmly applied, its onto the ground to swing
the column across for your mate who places the
bag into the tank. The wheel is rather difficult to
turn to start the flow of water, the previous
operator must have jammed it.

‘It's nearly half full’, shouts your mate. This gives
you the cue to stand back; you don’t want to get
splashed when the water bubbles over the side
tanks. This lets you know the front tanks are full.

With the water turned off, its back into the cab;
the lids of the water tanks are checked to make
sure they are closed; the handbrake is released,
and then it's up to the Engine Shunters cabin
where you give him a ‘pop’ onthe whistle to let him
know you are around. He responds with a green
light. Since there are a number of other engines in
the vicinity it is necessary to keep a sharp lookout
for there are at least 12 engines due out of ‘Loco’
between 12.45am and 2.30am. Some are coming
from No. 1 Shed, others from No. 3.

It's the Shunters job to hold the points whilst
your engine reverses slowly down the vyard.
Another Shunter appears almost from nowhere
and jumps onto the steps of the cab as it is his job
to couple you up to your train.

On coupling up to your train the wheezing air
pump commences tofill the train’s brake pipe with

air. A Brake Examiner appears from somewhere in
the steamy atmosphere and the brakes are
applied to his satisfaction. Off he goes again into
the darkness.

Thereistime now fora quickcup ofteato set one
in the mood for the trip. Before partaking of the
repast there is a little housekeeping to do in the
nature of washing the cab appointments. There is
time to note whatis going on around your train. On
one side there is an impatient 57 class coupled up
to a long string of four wheelers for the south or
west; on the other is a quieter 60 class heading
north. All are undergoing brake examination prior
to departure.

A flashing light alongside your train lets you
know that the Guard is busy noting the numbers
and destinations of the wagons on the train. In a
short time he’s reached the engine and informs
youthatthere’s a maximum load of 450 tonsonthe
train with a full ‘swag’ for Potts Hill.

A waving light from the back of the train is a
signal that the Examiner requires the brakes to be
released. He soon returns to the cab and says,
‘O.K. the brakes Driver.

‘Thanks’, you reply. A glance at your pocket
watch reveals the time to be a quarter to three and
you give the Guard a blast on the whistle to inform
him that you are ready to start. The fireman
proceeds to shovel a charge into the firebox. He
knows from experience not to overfill the boiler
with water as the engine does not have a super-

The site of the Amy St. level crossing, looking north, at Regent’s Park. The railway station roof can be

seen in the left background.

(Photo: KT. Groves)
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The Assistant Guard goes back along the train
and uncouples the wagons for Potts Hill. The rest
of the train including the Brake Van is left nearthe
water column until we return. Then we ease
forward until the last truck is clear of the branch
and then we reverse out of the northern end of the
loop and onto the Up Main. Back we go for two or
three hundred yards until we are roughly near the
footbridge over the Main Lines. The reason for this
lengthy reversing movementis because we have a
steep 1 in 27 grade to tackle from the junction of
the Potts Hill linetothe level crossing over Amy St.,
at the western end of the shopping centre, a
distance of five or six hundred yards. We require a
good run up at this steep grade and need plenty of
momentum (in fact lots of it!).

Sometimes only the Guard took you to Potts Hill,
sometimes his Assistant did, sometimes they both
went up especially if the load was small. The Staff
Hut was a pretty cold place to stay on a frosty
morning so they often both went up, perhapsforno
other reason than to keep warm in the cab of the
engine. On this particular trip the Assistant Guard
opts to stay behind.

At the footbridge the fire is built up, nottoo much
water in the boiler as the loco is liable to prime on
the grade ahead.

When all is ready the regulator is opened to
about three quarters and the reversing lever is
wound back, slowly we gain pace, and cross the
Down Main by means of a diamond crossing and

we are onto the branch and the start of the steep
grade. An adequate amount of sand is applied to
the possibly dampened rails and the reversing
screw is let out gradually. The old engine ioses her
feeta couple of times but thankfully not enough to
stall. | never remember having any difficulties
climbing the grade but some Drivers say they
found it necessary to make two or three attempts
on occasions. One veteran Driver told me you
could make a 20 class steam better by placing a
jemmy (a piece of iron) over the blast pipe and in
so doing could take over the maximum load in
order to save making a second trip. | never inter-
fered with my loco, as far as | was concerned they
had to personally make it on their merits ir-
respective of engine, class or load.

Thankfully this morning we have no trouble and
we are soon at the top watching for the Guard's
hand signal on the roadway. He had made his way
to the crossing well before we tackled the grade.
Since the crossing is unprotected he has to super-
vise the roadway while we cross. It's also hisjob to
open the gates across the line at each end of the
crossing. The train is brought to a stand just
beyond the crossing behind the Hotel. The Guard
soon steps up intothe cab and positions himself in
the small area between the Driver's seat and the
tank. We don’t blow any whistles here, we don't
want any complaints about excessive noise, but
I'm sure at times we did make quite a noise getting
up the grade.

The formation of the former branch line to Potts Hill in 1976, between Regent's Park and the bridge

over the Metropolitan Goods lines.

(Photo: KT. Groves)
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