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Vision
The Australian Railway Historical Society 
(NSW) is dedicated to encouraging and 
serving those with an interest in railways 
and in preserving an historical record of 
the significant role railways have had, and 
continue to have, in the development of  
the nation.

Mission
ARHSnsw is a not-for-profit Society 
that maintains the largest private 
record of the railways of NSW, its 
people, infrastructure and operations, 
by being a publisher, operating a bookshop 
and resource centre, plus operating rail-
themed tours to help commercial and 
private interests with their research and/or 
in support of their hobby. 

We aim to be:

1.  The leading authority on  
NSW Railway history; and

2.  The most comprehensive outlet for 
railway books, magazines and film  
in Australia

From these and other related activities, we 
aim to derive sustainable income from our 
sales of publications, records and research 
services to fund a range of railway-related 
activities for our members, and to attract 
new members.

Thank You
Our current position has been achieved 
through the commitment of people like 
you - our members and volunteers. Our 
reputation and collection are second-to-
none and we extend our thanks to all that 
have been involved.

'Our current position has 
been achieved through 
the commitment of people 
like you, our members and 
volunteers'
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Program Goals & Evaluation:
Our new building at 5 Henderson Road, 
Alexandria will be completed in the first half 
of 2020 and will be the home of

• The Railway Bookshop

•  The Railway Archive (temperature 
controlled and fire safe)

• Museum of Railway History

•  Railway History Exhibition  
and Gallery space

•  Facility for archival recording, 
conservation and digitisation

• ARHSnsw Administration

• ARHSnsw Volunteer program

This new home will feature our rich 
railway history, demonstrating to 
visitors the transformative effect 
railways have had on the development 
of Australia and the important role they 
continue to play.

This new facility will also need some capital 
to keep displays and exhibitions fresh 
and to take advantage of technological 
innovation in the way information is 
presented to the public, ensuring an 
engaging and interesting experience. 
Technology will also help us manage, 
preserve and showcase our collection as it 
continues to grow.

Our initial fund-raising goal is to raise 

• $150,000 within 3 months 

• $500,000 within 12 months

• $1,000,000 within 24 months

Donations and fund-raising will then 
continue on an ongoing basis.

We thank all our past and current members 
for their generosity to date, and now ask for 
you to continue your support and help build 
our legacy for generations to come.

What do we need from you?
This is now your opportunity to be part 
of something big and help us present 
railway history to the broader public. 
This can be done by filling out the donation 
page at the back of this document or by 
visiting our website and following the links. 
Alternatively call the office on 02 9699 4595 
and ask for Paul Scells.
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Organisational Overview:
Established in 1933, The Australian Railway 
Historical Society (NSW Division) is the 
oldest group in Australia dedicated to 
those with an interest in railways. With the 
generous support of our members and 
volunteers over many years, the Society is 
able to operate a railway-themed bookshop, 
publish two leading magazines each month, 
operate tours and maintain the largest 
private archive of records pertaining to 
Australian railways in the country. 

The archival collection is the cornerstone 
of the Society; a valuable and irreplaceable 
resource which will enable historical 
research and interpretation of the railway 
story for generations to come. Beyond the 
study of railway history which many of us 
enjoy, a broader section of the community 
passionately researches their family history 
and often find a connection to the Railway 
family. The information in our archive can 
help bring that past to life, providing insight 
into the lives of those working on the 
railway. 

The Society has always survived on the 
generosity of our members and volunteers 
and has never relied on external support. 
Despite humble beginnings, through careful 
financial management, the Society has 
owned various properties in inner Sydney. 
For the Society to maintain growth and 
position itself for the future, larger premises 
were needed. So, in 2019, we sold our 
existing properties and purchased a new 
building at 5 Henderson Road, Alexandria. 

The new facility includes a large, purpose-
built space for the Railway Archive which 
will improve the processing, handling, 
storage and control of our collection. This 
will put the Society in an enviable position, 
being the only private railway archive able 
to professionally store and protect the 
documents within our care. Combined with 
our digitisation and recording capability, 
there are also opportunities for other 
societies to have their records digitised, 
recorded and stored in this facility.

The building is close to existing transport 
links and less than 100m from the Waterloo 
metro station, which will open in 2024. 
It will provide facilities of a standard we 
have never had before and be a place to 
be proud of. Importantly, an attractive, 
professional headquarters is a central part 
of our strategy to appeal to new generations 
of enthusiasts, historians and customers.

5 Henderson Road, Alexandria NSW, at the  
time of purchase prior to completion.

'The archival collection is the cornerstone 
of the Society; a valuable and 
irreplaceable resource which will enable 
historical research and interpretation of 
the railway story for generations to come'
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Need for Change
We are very grateful to all past and 
current members that the Society is in 
the position it is today. To preserve this 
legacy so that future generations can 
enjoy the benefits of the Society, we 
need your help.

The Society relies on a stream of income 
to provide for the interests of its members. 
Most of our income is derived from 
bookshop sales, tours, services provided 
by the archive, magazine and membership 
subscriptions and publications. If the 
average age of members continues to 
increase the Society anticipates a reduction 
in subscription income accompanied by a 
decline in bookshop, tour and magazine 
sales. We need to take steps now to ensure 
we have a sustainable Society well into the 
future.

There are a several options open to us, 
including:

•  Attracting new members and making 
sure we are relevant to new generations 
of enthusiasts.

•  Increase income from  
professional services; 

•  Maximise the value of our assets – the 
historically significant information in our 
archive.

All of these depend on us 
having a modern, attractive 
facility from which we can 
offer the best services and 
experiences.
The new building has been purchased 
using our property assets and savings. 
The construction project is funded through 
borrowings which will be repaid through the 
Society’s normal commercial activities.

Funds raised through this appeal will be 
used to offset debt, professionally set up 
the museum and gallery space, install 
exhibit cabinetry, lighting and audio-visual 
equipment, as well as further developing 
our capabilities to digitise, record and store, 
and improving the way all those with an 
interest can experience history through 
research and discovery.
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Opportunity for Social Impact
It’s our aim to capture, record and store 
historical items and information for future 
generations, across multiple platforms. 
As technology progresses, we to need 
to keep pace and interact with members 
and visitors according to their preference. 
Interactions within the museum and gallery 
need to be fresh and engaging to ensure 
everyone has a memorable experience 
while learning about the impact of railways 
on the nation’s development. 

In addition to the new opportunities 
provided by the building project, the Society 
will continue each year to:

• Operate over 20 tours and events 

•  Produce twenty-four full-colour,  
high-quality magazines

•  Respond to over 200 enquiries  
at the Archive

•  Sells thousands of new and  
second-hand books;

•  Create interactive displays and 
experiences

• Publish at least two original books 

Please consider a donation so that the 
Society can continue to provide these 
benefits and more into the future.

Spirit of Progress, Published by the ARHSnsw 
in late 2019

'It’s our aim to 
capture, record and 
store historical items 
and information for 
future generations, 
across multiple 
platforms.'

ARHSnsw website



DONATIONS
We would like to thank you for your donation and your ongoing support to the 
Australian Railway Historical Society – NSW Division. Through your generosity, 
the work of the Society will continue to support those with an interest in railway 
history and tell the important story of the railways for generations-to-come.

Every little bit helps! 
Donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible.

Donation Websites
arhsnsw.com.au/donations

Go Fund Me page - 

Please indicate below your Donation:

 $20.00   $100.00   $500.00   $1,000.00 

Other Amount: $..........................................  

Name: ....................................................................................................................

Address: .................................................................................................................

Phone: ....................................................................................................................

Email: .....................................................................................................................

Credit Card Details ...................................................................Expiry ...................

Name on Card ........................................................................................................

An average donation of just $300 per member would  
enable the Society over the next 2 years to:
• Totally renew our computer hardware

• Complete the interactive Gallery

• Further improve our digitisation capability

• Implement the software to support our online-archive project

• Build youth programs around railway history and experiences

Note: In accordance with Government regulations, all funds received through this  
appeal will be held in a separate account which must be used solely for the purposes  
set out above.



Contact us

Office

Phone: (02) 9699 4595

International: +61 2 9699 4595

Fax: 61 2 9699 1714

Mail: PO Box 206 Alexandria NSW 1435 Australia

Email: mail@arhsnsw.com.au

Paul Scells 
General Manager 

Mobile: 61 401 701 027

Email: paul.scells@arhsnsw.com.au

ARHS Bookshop

Phone: (02) 9699 4595

Email: sales@arhsnsw.com.au

ARHS Railway Resource Centre

Phone: (02) 9699 2736

Email: resources@arhsnsw.com.au

Publications

Railway Digest

Phone: (02) 8394 9016

Email: editor@railwaydigest.com.au

Australian Railway History

Email: editorarh@arhsnsw.com.au

Connect with us
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Australian Railway Historical Society
NSW DIVISION

arhsnsw.com.au @ARHSRailBooks #ARHS.NSW


