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AUSTRALIAN
RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

New South Wales Division
(ACN 000 538 803)

ANNUAL REPORT 2020-2021
Notice of Annual General Meeting

Notice is given that the 2020-2021 Annual General Meeting of the Australian Railway Historical 
Society, New South Wales Division, will be held in the Mitchell Room on the 1st floor of the Sydney 
Mechanics School of Arts, 280 Pitt St, Sydney, at 6.30pm on Wednesday 10 November 2021.

Business:

1. To receive and adopt the Income Account for the year ended 30 April 2021 and the Balance Sheet 
at that date.

2. To elect members of the Board for the year 2021-2022.

3. To transact any other business that may be brought forward in accordance with the Constitution.

A member entitled to attend and vote at the meeting is entitled to appoint a proxy (who need not 
be a member of the Society) to attend and vote in the member’s absence. Clause 14 of the Society’s 
Constitution prescribes the form of appointment of a proxy. Such forms may be obtained from 
the Secretary at the registered office of the Society at 5 Henderson Road Alexandria NSW 2015 and 
must be lodged with him at that address on or before 3 November 2021.

By order of the Board
Grahame L Thurling
Secretary	 Sydney, 5 October 2021
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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR TO 30 APRIL 2021

AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEW SOUTH WALES DIVISION

ACN 000 538 803
5 Henderson Road Alexandria NSW 2015

Newcastle Branch: PO Box 432 New Lambton NSW 2305

THE SOCIETY

The Australian Railway Historical Society had its beginnings in 1933 with the formation of the Railway Circle of Aus-
tralasia. Since then it has grown to become one of the largest railway societies in the country. Autonomous Divisions 
exist in most states and the Australian Capital Territory, and there is a branch of the NSW Division in Newcastle. 

The Society’s main objectives are: 
•	 	to promote the association of persons interested in the history and operations of railways for their mutual benefit 

and enjoyment.
•	 to encourage the study of Australian railways and the compilation and maintenance of authentic records.
•	 to maintain an archives collection.
•	 to produce books, periodicals, etc., of railway interest (including Australian Railway History and Railway Digest).
•	 to arrange rail tours and excursions.

Meetings of members and their guests are held monthly in Sydney and Newcastle. These meetings usually feature a 
talk on a topic of railway interest, often accompanied by a program of films, DVDs or photographic slides.

		
AFFILIATIONS

Australian Electric Traction Association
Canadian Railway Historical Association

Irish Railway Record Society 
Light Railway Research Society of Australia

Light Rail Transit Association (UK)
Narrow Gauge Railway Society (UK)

National Railway Historical Society (USA)
New Zealand Railway & Locomotive Society

The Rail Motor Society
Railway Correspondence & Travel Society (UK)

Railway Society of Southern Africa
Royal Australian Historical Society

Transport Heritage New South Wales Limited
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BOARD
The Society is managed by the Board on an honorary basis. Its members during 2020-2021, and their attendances at 
Board meetings, are set out in a table in the attached Directors’ Report.
General Manager Paul Scells also attends the Board Meetings.  Spencer Ross also represents the Newcastle Branch at 
Board level.

NEWCASTLE BRANCH
The Newcastle Branch has a committee that organises local activities, including meetings, tours and outings. One 
member of the committee attends Board meetings to ensure co-ordination between the branch and the Board. 
Committee members are:
	 Branch Chairman:	 Glen Magee
	 Branch Secretary:	 John Barnes
	 Committee: 	 Tony Lowther, Matthew Parr, Ray Power, Spencer Ross,Larry Greentree  and Wal Williams 

STAFF
The following people are employed by the Society on a salary or contractual basis:
Full Time:
	 Sophie Nicolas	 Bookshop Manager (resigned March 2021)
	 Alison Hurrell	 Bookshop Assistant (resigned April 2021)
	 Bruce Belbin	 Railway Digest Editor 
	 Stephen McLachlan	 Australian Railway History Editor 

Part Time:
	 Paul Scells	 General Manager 
	 James Dalton	 Railway Resource Manager 
	 Lawrance Ryan	 Railway Digest Specialist News Editor 
	 David Campbell	 Railway Digest Specialist Signalling and Safe Working News Editor
	 Darren Tulk	 Railway Digest Editorial Assistant 
	

LIFE MEMBERS
John Barnes	 John Beckhaus	 Ian Brady	 Terence Boardman OAM	 Russell Butterworth
Kenneth Date	 Joseph Davis	 Ian Dixon 	 Dr John Glastonbury AM	 Alex Grunbach
Donald Hagarty(dec.)	Graham Harper	 Murray Harper	 John Hoyle
Gary Hughes	 William Laidlaw	 Ben Lewis 	 Geoffrey Lillico	 Glen Magee
Barry Millner	 Peter Neve OAM	 John Newland	 John Oakes	 William Phippen OAM
Ray Pickard	 Neville Pollard	 Ray Power	 Spencer Ross	 Dr Stuart Sharp
Colin Short	 Dr Robert Taaffe	 Grahame Thurling	 Ross Verdich	 Eric Walkley
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CREDITS & THANKS
The Board would like to acknowledge those listed below for their generous contributions of time and effort made 
to the Society’s various activities from May 2020 to April 2021.

Geoff Allerton 	 Archives
Greg Anderson	 Archives, Speaker
Alan Bailey	 Archives
Steve Baker	 Archives
Tim Ball	 Archives
Ben Barnes	 ARH, Publications
John Barnes	 Newcastle Branch Sec./Treasurer
John Beckhaus	 Publications, Railway Digest
Dugald Black	 Archives
Graeme Bolton	 Archives
Rod Broune	 Archives
David Brown	 Archives
Colin Butcher	 Photo Competition
Russell Butterworth	 Broadmeadow Exhibition
Graham Byrne	 Archives
Cooper Chapman	 Archives
Peter Clark	 Railway Digest
Edward Dalton	 Archives
Bob Daniel	 Bookshop
Ken Date	 Railway Digest
Ian Dixon	 Archives
Kevin Dodds	 Archives
Pat Duffield	 Archives
Ian Fathers	 Bookshop, Archives
Doug Fraser	 Archives
Graham Fry	 Archives
Anthony Gibbs	 Bookshop
Bob Gibson	 Railway Digest
Col Gilbertson	 ARH, Bookshop, Publications
Thomas Glastonbury 	 ARH, Youth Committee
Keith Graham	 Archives
Larry Greentree	 Newcastle Branch Committee
Phil Griffiths	 Photo Competition
Alex Grunbach	 ARH, Publications
Chris Harding	 Radio Interviews, Bookshop
Graham Harper	 Archives, ARH
Bill Harrison	 Bookshop
Thomas Heath	 Archives, Bookshop
Graeme Henderson	 ARH
Greg Henson	 Bookshop
Roy Howarth	 Bookshop
John Hoyle	 Railway Digest
Gary Hughes	 Luncheon Club
Michael James	 Railway Digest
Greg Jeanes	 Bookshop 
Bradley Jenkins	 Youth Committee
Frank Johnson	 ARH
Amy Keighran	 Youth Committee
Ken Kershaw	 Archives
Edward Klim	 Bookshop
Rick Lawler	 Archives
Bernie le Breton	 Archives
Brett Leahy	 Youth Committee
Ben Lewis	 Archives 
Geoff Lillico	 Archives
Xing Ling	 Archives
Lara Linsay	 ARH
Ray Love	 Archives
Tony Lowther	 Newcastle Branch Committee
David Lyons	 Archives
Tony McIlwain	 Archives
John McNamara	 Archives
Zane Maber	 Youth Committee, Exhibitions

Craig Mackey	 ARH
Glen Magee	 Newcastle Branch Committee 
Peter Marshall	 Archives 
David Matheson	 ARH
Richard Mathews	 ARH, Archives
Warren Miller	 Speaker, Bookshop
Frank Mitchell	 ARH
Neil Munro	 Archives
Kevin Noonan	 Archives
Matthew Parr	 Newcastle Branch Committee 
David Parsons	 ARH
Denis Pate	 Archives
Julius Pfull	 Archives
William Phippen	 Archives, ARH
Ray Pickard	 Archives
Neville Pollard	 ARH, Railway Digest
Ray Power	 Newcastle Branch Committee
Carol Rae	 Bookshop
Evan Rees	 Youth Committee
John Roberts	 Archives
Bruce Saunders	 Archives
Dr Stuart Sharp	 Archives, Luncheon Club
Bill Shaw	 Archives
Neil Slaven	 Bookshop
Alan Smith	 Archives
Jack Smith	 Archives
Tony Smith	 Archives
Vic Solomons	 Archives
Peter Stock	 Archives
Leigh Stokes	 Archives
Dr Robert Taaffe	 ARH, Archives
Myrle Tanner	 Archives
Ed Tonks	 Tour Guide
Ross Verdich	 Bookshop
John Ward	 Archives
John Watsford	 Archives
Wal Williams	 Newcastle Branch Committee
Matthew Wilson	 Youth Committee
Jack Withford	 Archives
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It almost goes without saying that the COVID-19 

pandemic had a sudden and dramatic effect 
on most businesses and our Society has not been 
immune.  You will recall that case numbers began 
to rise during March 2020, just prior to the end of 
our Financial Year and right before we planned to 
move from our temporary premises in Bowden Street 
Alexandria into our new building on Henderson 
Road.   

The immediate effect was a sharp decline in retail 
sales and the cancellation of all tours and group 
events.  The Society has fixed costs relating to 
the production of the magazines, payment of 
administrative staff, repayment of loans and the 
costs associated with running a business, and with 
a revenue shortfall, it was a nerve-wracking period 
until financial support from the bank and Federal 
Government (in the form of JobKeeper) took effect.

The subsequent lockdown coincided with 
membership renewals for many members which 
helped with the finances.  Mail order sales started to 
pick up, partially offsetting the fall in shop revenue.  
As we know, the situation steadily improved, but 
the careful management of cash flow has been 
an essential task of the Board and management 
throughout the year.

The financial result reflects this most difficult 
of years, but it is encouraging that despite the 
headwind, sales have been resilient, membership 
numbers and subscriptions are stable and volunteer 
numbers have been improving. 

In April 2020 we moved into our newly renovated 
premises at 5-7 Henderson Road.  After almost a year 
of planning and construction work, our new building 
features a purpose-built archival storage room, 
a lunch room, meeting room, offices, expanded 
reading room, retail space and café.  The café space 
was leased from February 2021 and has changed the 
atmosphere of the ground floor, attracting a regular 
and vibrant morning trade.

During the year an eye-catching mural was painted 
on the building façade, featuring Locomotive No.1, 
a 38-class and 58-class.  It is an eye-catching piece of 
public art and really makes the building stand out.

For the first time in 2020 the Society was able to 
directly fundraise.  The generosity of members 
assisted with cash flow and has helped fund a public 
display on the ground floor summarising the history 
of railways in NSW and the story of the ARHS.

Overall, 2020 was a year that we made substantial 
progress towards raising our public profile through 
community engagement.  This is the key to us 
continuing to tell the fascinating history of railways 
in New South Wales and Australia to current and 
future generations.  

I would like to thank our volunteers and staff whose 
tireless work enables the Society to achieve so much, 
and particularly for their forbearance throughout this 
disrupted and difficult year.

James Dalton
Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S OVERVIEW
of the year 2020 - 2021
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FINANCE
The financial accounts for the year ended 30 

April 2021 show a loss of $211,858.  However, 
the expenditures include $186,446 for premises and 
relocation costs which largely reflects costs associated 
with the recent move into the 5–7 Henderson Rd 
premises.  If you exclude depreciation, the only non-
cash item, the result is a loss of $145,347.  The overall 
result of a loss of $211,858 this year compares with a 
loss of $360,655 in the previous year.  The result is an 
improvement on the previous year and is a testament 
to the good work by the General Manager and his 
team of dedicated staff and volunteers.

The very tight business environment that impacted 
the previous year continued throughout this year 
and will continue throughout the 2021/2022 year 
necessitating an ongoing focus on the financial 
health of the business.  The fit-out and move into 
the new premises at 5-7 Henderson Rd, Alexandria 
was completed and the shop opened on 14 July 
2020 and the café on 1 February 2021.  This was a 
positive development for the Society and will provide 
benefits for years to come.  Throughout the year the 
cash position of the Society was tight and the Board 
continued to have a strong focus on cash flow.  The 
Covid pandemic continued to impact daily operations 
with severe restrictions on business activity resulting 
in combined revenue from book sales, sales of 
journals and membership subscriptions dropping 
from $1,007,457 to $935,131, the second consecutive 
year this core activity of the Society contracted.   All 
tours for the year were cancelled.   Railway Archives 
income was above expectation and continues to hold 
strong potential for future growth.  Business COVID 
support payments made a significant contribution.  

As indicated in last year’s report, loan funds have 
been necessary to ensure continued financial solvency 
for the society and we finish this year with a total loan 
commitment of $1.7M.  No further increase in loan 
funds is anticipated and the Board is now looking at 
strategies to gradually reduce the loans.

There are a number of capital projects that need 
attention but for the moment they are on hold unless 
project specific funding becomes available (four grant 
applications to assist with these projects have been 
lodged).

While the 2020/21 year has been difficult, the 
2021/22 year should see a gradual easing of COVID 
restrictions and a resumption of something 
approaching normal life although the move to 
normal activity is likely to be slow and patchy.   
However, notwithstanding the progress being made, 
this coming year will again be challenging, requiring 
careful management to ensure the future of the 
Society.  The collection owned by the Society is an 
invaluable resource and as custodians we must ensure 
that it is well maintained, continues to grow and is 
accessible to all who need it.

Paul Holding FCPA, Treasurer
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MEMBERSHIP
The Division’s membership as at 30 April 2021 was 

1,154 compared with 1,324 reported a year ago.
This decrease in membership reflects the cleansing 

of data within our system after an update and a 
thorough review of the membership database. 

Membership and our offering to members is 
always under review to consider what extra value 
can be included in the membership package and 
also increase the advantages of being a member.

The Society has thirty four Life Members who we 
would like to thank for their ongoing support. 

We continue to improve our membership and 
subscription databases with the outcome being 
to enable the membership to transact online and 
instantly.  This gets reviewed annually and will do 
again in the coming year.

Paul Scells

COMMERCIAL
Members are referred to the Income Account for 

the year ended 30 April 2021 on page 16 for a 
description of revenue and expenditure for the year.

Bookshop sales have been challenging this year 
with the closing and minimal opening times due 
to COVID.  We remain in the current two locations, 
Henderson Road and Central Railway Station, looking 
to increase our hours and presence in both locations.

The online store grew this year due to our closure 
and more customers are finding this a better way to 
shop.  Our offering online is equivelent to the stores 
and supports a society that has little opportunity to 
come in during COVID.

Secondhand book donations have continued 
this year at a high rate which then enables us to 
offer a great range to all.  There is plenty on offer 
and plenty more coming up.  We also welcome any 
further donations to add to our already wonderful 
collection for sale.

To all our bookshop volunteers goes our gratitude 
for their rostered attendance and flexibility in 
assisting staff.

Paul Scells
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such as the cataloguing and storage of the many 
documents we have.

Donations of documents, photos and ephemera 
continue to flow in.  These are always welcome 
as there is usually something unusual that helps 
complete the collection.  We have broadened the 
scope of the collection slightly to include public 
transport more broadly, since many railway 
photographers have more than a passing interest 
in buses, ferries and aircraft.  The relative size of 
the railway collection and the role that railways 
have played in the development of the entire state 
means that railways will remain our central focus. 
As our facilities are second-to-none in our field, it 
is better to look after these for future generations 
than see them decay or be destroyed.

The Archives are a treasure and ought to be 
recognized as such.  Recognition of the collection 
as being of National Significance are in progress.  
We are well positioned for the coming year and look 
forward to advancing the study of railway history 
in NSW through our efforts.

James Dalton
Manager

Railway Archives

2020 was a big year for The Railway Archives. 
The task of moving looked straightforward 

at the outset but of course with COVID and 
continuing donations it has been a very large 
undertaking and has not been as smooth as was 
hoped. 

Nevertheless, it has provided an opportunity 
for the much-needed reorganisation of our assets 
to set us up for the future.  The aim is to have every 
item in our collection recorded in a database and 
much of it available online, so that every asset in 
the collection can be easily accessed and used.  
Progress was made towards this goal though the 
launch of the online platform has been delayed to 
the 2021/22 year.

At the start of the financial year we moved our 
collection into the new building.  The archive 
room was packed full of moving boxes which made 
the task of unpacking and organising even more 
difficult.  Re-establishing the library in the reading 
room helped reduce the log-jam. 

 
At the end of the year, with a consistent effort 

and help from volunteers, the situation is much 
better.  

The reading room re-opened in September 
to limited numbers.  As restrictions were relaxed 
the numbers of volunteers and visitors have 
steadily increased.  A stream of researchers, 
railway modellers, family historians and heritage 
professionals visited through the last half of the 
financial year. Despite the pandemic, contract work 
was solid and helped the Archive achieve a small 
surplus for the year.

The photo database is the most organised part 
of the collection and has reached over 600,000 
images in the database, with almost 300,000 in 
the cataloguing process.  Many of our volunteers 
devote their time to cataloguing photos which 
have been donated with little or no accompanying 
data.  The collection has swelled this year because 
of the project with State Archives to digitise the 
NRS17240 collection, previously the collection of 
the State Rail Archives.  Also, a project to organize 
and catalogue the archives of the Sydney Tram 
Museum has added significantly to the collection.

Pleasingly the new facilities and reopening has 
attracted several new volunteers with various skills.  
This has meant we have been able to devote more 
resources to parts of the collection that need it, 
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Tours for the NSW Division of the Society 
in the 2020/2021 year resumed in February 

2021 following a long period of close down that 
necessitated the cancellation of all Local, Interstate 
and Overseas Tours, due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions.

The Society was only able to arrange two tours for 
the balance of the period.

Our first tour operated with restricted numbers and 
was well supported and fully booked.

This tour celebrated the 60th Anniversary of 
the closure of the last lines of Sydney’s former 
tramway service and the 110th Anniversary of the 
commencement of the Sutherland to Cronulla Steam 
Tramway that operated until 1932. It was great to see 
and ride one of Sydney’s heritage trams to Sutherland 
and on The Royal National Park line that was in service 
on the last day in February 1961. A heritage Leyland 
Royal Tiger bus from the Sydney Bus Museum, that 
was one of 250 buses built to replace the trams, was 
made available for the tour. The tour also travelled on 
a new Light Rail Tram Set on the recently opened T3 
Light Rail service to South Kensington along sections 
of the former tramway.

The second tour, transferred from our 2020 program, 
also well patronised, was separated into two divisions 
to comply with group social distancing restrictions, 
to visit the Cockatoo Island Dockyard with David 
Jehan. Cockatoo Island along with its ship building 
and engineering capabilities, had several rail activity’s 
within the expanse of the dockyard.

We continue to enjoy regular patronage on our 
tours, with many of our patrons resuming traveling 
with us. Our special thanks are given to these faithful 
patrons for their continuing support on these 
adventures.

It is also hoped that first time travellers will continue 
supporting the Society’s future tours.

Appreciation is given to The Sydney Bus Museum 
at Leichhardt and The Sydney Tramway Museum at 
Loftus for the part they played in making the February 
Tour the success it was.

Also, to Grahame Thurling at our ARHS Office for 
the assistance given in processing tour bookings and 
making sure our tours went to plan.    

Another very special thanks also must be given to the 
volunteers at the Railway Archives for their assistance 
in the research, preparation and compilation of Tour 
Notes for our tours throughout the year.

ARHS NSW Division Tours looks forward to 
continuing a tours and outings program into 
2021-2022 as the social distancing and travel 
restrictions imposed by the COVID- 19 pandemic 
eases.

Suggestions for tours and outings are always 
welcome from our members.

If any member is interested in becoming involved in 

the planning and preparation of our tours program, 
as we venture into different times whilst the 
pandemic is still with us, please contact the Tours 
Director or any member of the Society’s Office staff. 
Your interest will be greatly appreciated.

Tour participants and their guests have enjoyed 
taking part in the activities listed below.

The Railway Luncheon Club was paused for 
COVID-19 and in doing so held no events through 
the year.

Spencer Ross, Tours Director
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the year. Some were cancelled, some postponed, 
while others went ‘on-line’. 

The annual Australasian Rail Industry Awards 
night, normally a lavish gala dinner became 
an on-line ‘awards afternoon’, with Master of 
Ceremonies Shelley Horton in the studio while 
the various nominees beamed in remotely from 
a wide variety of locations. As ongoing media 
partner of the event, Railway Digest received some 
good exposure. 

AusRAIL 2020 had been scheduled to take 
place at the Adelaide Convention Centre on 1 
and 2 December, but as the Covid-19 situation 
worsened, the decision was made to change it to 
a ‘virtual’ event, spread over three days – 1, 2 and 
3 December. The format actually worked quite 
well, and while the social aspects of visiting the 
exhibition hall were missed, the conference itself 
proved to be just as effective and informative on-
line as it normally is ‘in the flesh’. 

Michael James continued to manage Digest’s 
Facebook page (which now boasts 2349 
‘Followers’) maintaining a positive online 
presence for the magazine and a strong, 
interactive and ongoing connection with its 
readers, particularly in the under-35 demographic. 

John Beckhaus and Peter Clark continued to 
produce our magazine’s well-regarded quarterly 
‘Rolling Stock Contracts & Deliveries’ section, 
providing a comprehensive record of recent orders 
and deliveries, as well as extensive background 
information on locomotive, rolling stock and 
light rail developments. Featured subjects 
in RSC&D during the year included the ‘The 
Australian Electric Multiple Unit Fleets’, ‘The CBH 
Grain Hopper Wagons’, ‘Alstom Citadis 305 Trams, 
Sydney’ and the ‘The Return of Grain Traffic (and 
its wagons) to the South’. 

The ‘Remember When’ pages featured two 
diverse contributions; ‘Hunter Railcars on tour’ 
and ‘When bananas travelled by train’. 

This year, once again, Railway Digest was 
the beneficiary of a steady stream of quality 
contributions from a wide range of supporters. 
Notable among these during 2020-21 were: Colin 
Butcher, David Campbell, James Chuang, Melanie 
Dennis, Dominik Giemza, Malcolm Holdsworth, 
John Hoyle, Michael James, Phillip Jeeves, Caleb 
Jenkins, Effie Kelly, John Kirk, Philip Laird, David 
McCafferty, Mike Martin, Phil Melling, Neville 
Pollard, John Scott, Malcolm Simister, Graham 
Vincent, Chris Walters and David Whiteford, 
though many others also provided valuable 
material. For that, we sincerely thank them all, for 
without their support there would be no Railway 
Digest. 

Bruce Belbin, Editor

The 2020-2021 year was certainly a 
challenging one in Australia and throughout 

the world, as we suffered the effects of the worst 
pandemic in a century. 

Despite the many difficulties created by the 
necessary lockdowns and restriction of movement, 
Railway Digest continued to be published every 
month, and to provide a broad oversight of 
the Australian railway scene, covering a wide 
range of subjects including operations, logistics, 
economics & politics, locomotives & rolling stock, 
rail travel, signaling & infrastructure, heritage & 
tourism and rail industry issues. Albeit sometimes 
with a temporary shortage of material from 
certain areas! 

Despite these challenges, Railway Digest (and its 
sister title Australian Railway History) had a very 
good year overall, recording significant growth in 
both subscriptions and retail sales. 

Lawrance Ryan continued in the role of National 
Affairs editor, compiling our well-regarded news 
section. Ken Date’s quarterly International News 
pages continued to provide interesting insights 
into current railway and light rail developments 
throughout the world. Bruce Belbin continued in 
the role of Editor, while Darren Tulk continued 
to provide reliable proofreading and invaluable 
copyediting services, as well as contributing news, 
photos and articles from the sunshine state. 

On Tuesday 13 October 2020 we were saddened 
to hear that former Assistant Editor and Photo 
Editor, Shane O’Neil had passed away. Shane 
had a long association with Railway Digest, going 
back to his first stint, working as a volunteer in 
1972-73. Following his retirement in mid-2019, he 
kept in touch and continued to contribute to the 
magazine, but a serious deterioration of his health 
beginning in June 2020 led to a tragic conclusion 
four months later. Tributes by Bruce Belbin and 
Chris Walters appeared in the December 2020 
issue. 

Restrictions on travel, and the need for ‘social 
distancing’ decimated the usual program of 
industry conferences, award ceremonies and other 
events that would normally be held throughout 
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Australian Railway History (ARH) exceeded 
expectations against global circumstances 

over the 2020–2021 year and found time to reach a 
milestone along the way. 

From March 2020 as the global COVID pandemic 
struck, ARH was prevented from participating in 
rail-related events and celebrations. But production 
standards were not affected in anyway given the 
team’ s proven abilities to work across several 
states from home and excel with technology. The 
pandemic itself did result in some interesting 
rail reflections from readers on the Spanish Flu 
of 1919 (September 2020 issue, Letters section). 
Unfortunately, a fully researched article has 
not come forward yet, but the way that railways 
responded to the restricted abilities to cross state 
borders was interesting to compare with the 
historical notes of 1919.

With a better developed ARH content list, we are 
now able to dust off many long-held articles and 
work with authors (where possible) to see material 
published. Some material had to be let go but some 
was better directed to the ARHS Archives. So, the 
next stage has been to better develop the original 
articles with authors (because of better digital access 
to historical research), design, then assign them to 
issues as soon as possible.

The new content list also means we can compare 
and relate topics faster and build a better synergy 
of articles that touch all states and territories of 
Australia in a yearly volume.

NSW related material appears in each edition due 
to the base readership of the magazine, but this can 
mix better with interstate material, satisfying the 
base readership as well as increasing the number of 
readers. 

Once issues are finished, concentrated use of social 
media ‘groups’ allowed us to target online audiences 
better and make sure that ARH is being seen by 
the right groups of rail readers, encouraging them 
to purchase digital or physical copies from ARHS 
directly, especially with the greater dependence on 

technology during COVID lockdowns. 
We featured a wide variety of articles throughout 

the year and were able to run three dedicated topic 
specials during the year:

•	 ‘Railways and Tramways of Australia in 		
		  1920’ by David Matheson (June 2020)

•	 ‘The NSW Railways: 1970–2020’ by Frank 		
		  Johnson (December 2020)

•	 1000th edition of ARH, various authors 		
		  (February 2021).

The 1000th issue was special, given that Bulletin/
ARH had been produced non-stop since October 
1937. Truly a valuable record that is still growing 
after 84 years. We decided to theme the material 
similarly to the 900th issue with several ‘1000’ 
rail-themed articles. Striking a balance was not 
easy as it was also the 150th anniversary of railways 
in Tasmania, another very important railway 
anniversary that had to be shared with the March 
2021 edition. February was also an opportunity 
to freshen ARH’s masthead and layout, as well as 
introduce four 48-page issues regularly a year for no 
extra price to readers and members. 

We had lots of great articles and the topics really 
contrasted widely, starting with the ‘Centenary of 
the Rand Branch’ by Neville Pollard (May, August, 
October 2020), ‘The Prince of Wales’ 1920 Australian 
Tour’ by David Matheson (August, September 2020), 
‘The Great White Train and its 1926 Stopover in 
Canberra’ by Alan Foskett (October 2020), and 
‘Leaning Towards the Future’ by Andrew Gilbertson 
(January 2020) just to name a few. 

I would like to thank the editorial team: Paul 
Scells, James Dalton, Ben Barnes, Col Gilbertson, 
David Matheson and Richard Mathews, for their 
consistent support and participation into growing 
the quality of ARH each issue. But I would also like to 
thank the endless number of individuals who always 
make themselves available to help with knowledge 
and data so that the magazine is as perfect as 
possible before we go to press every month. 

Special mentions go to: Bruce Belbin, Greg Cash, 
Melanie Dennis, Andrew Gilbertson, Greg Hallam-
Queensland Rail, Ross Harris, Trevor Penn, Andrew 
Peters-National Railway Museum, Port Adelaide, 
Chris Walters and Graham Watson-Rail Heritage 
WA. 

Stephen McLachlan
Editor

Connect with us and check for regular 
updates at:

Email: editorarh@arhsnsw.com.au
Facebook: @AusRailHistory
Instagram: #ausrailhistory
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PUBLICATIONS 

Last year, the ARHSnsw took the position 
to review all publications and our process.  

Through this time we assessed what we have done 
in the past, what has been popular and what has 
not, quantities we print, time stock is held and any 
new manuscripts we may have currently.

Balancing this with the pressures of COVID 
shutdown, we decided not to publish any new 
publication and to turn our focus on planning what 
we can publish in year 2021/22.

Publications remain an integral part of the Society 
and will remain a part of our activities as we move 
forward.  We will though be looking at different 
ways in which to provide this service without 
financial impact to the Society and providing what 
the wider readership are looking for.

NEWCASTLE BRANCH

Our Entertainment Meetings resumed in 
November 2020 at a new venue in Hamilton 

North as the Committee decided thet the conditions 
required to be observed at our previous venue were 
too onerous.  The new venue has a great advantage 
of only approximately five steps from the street.  
Members and visitors that had not attended meetings 
for some time are gradually returning.
Glen Magee and Spencer Ross were once again 
delegates to Heritage Hunter.

John Barnes, Branch Secretary
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2020-2021 TOURS PROGRAM
28 February 2021 	 A tour to commemorate the 60th anniversary of Sydney’s last tram service / Loftus
14 & 17 April 2021 	 A visit to Cockatoo Island with David Jehan			 

2020-2021 SYDNEY MEMBERS’ MEETINGS SPEAKERS
May	 No Meeting
June	 No Meeting	
July	 No Meeting	
August	 No Meeting
September	 James & Paul	 Society update
October	 Greg Anderson	 ARHS Glass Plate Image Collection
November	 John Beckhaus	 Baltic States
December	 No Meeting
January	 No Meeting	
February	 Dave Nolan	 Signalling Compliance	
March	 Warren Miller	 Railways and Dining
April	 John Oakes	 Trams to Randwick	

2020-2021 NEWCASTLE MEMBERS’ MEETINGS SPEAKERS
	 May	 No Meeting	  
	 June	 No Meeting	
	 July	 No Meeting	
	 August	 No Meeting	
	 September	 No Meeting	
 	 October	 No Meeting	
	 November	 Gary Hughes	 A look at Ardglen in steam days
	 December	 Larry Greentree	 Alice Springs / Darwin Railway
	 January	 Theme	 Railway Movies
	 February	 Ed Tonks	 The Wallsend Railway
	 March	 Greg Anderson	 ARHS Glass Plate Images
	 April	 David Jehan	 Hudson Brothers	
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
New South Wales Division

ACN 000 538 803
DIRECTORS’ REPORT

Your Board submits this report on the Society for the financial year ended 30 April 2021.

1.	 The names and details of the Board members in office during the year and to the date of this report, together 
with their areas of responsibility, year of original appointment/election and attendance at Board meetings held 
during the year to 30 April 2021, are:

Nicole Buckley. Age 56 years. Catering Aide. Director since September 2011. Retired October 2020.

James Dalton. BE(Mech), MBA. Age 50 years. Engineer and Business Consultant. Director since February 2016.  
Chairman since October 2017.

Colin B.Gilbertson. RFD, B.Bus., Grad. Dip (Tax). Age 71 years. Accountant and Tax Agent. Retired Air Force Officer. 
Director since April 2017, Treasurer until 11 October 2018.

Christopher Harding. Age 72 years. Retired bookshop manager and bank officer. Director since 2013. Vice President 
September 2014 to 2016.  President 2016-2017, Vice Chairman since October 2017.

Paul Holding FCPA. Age 74 years. Retired. Director  since October 2018, Treasurer since October 2018.

Craig R Mackey. BE, BSc Age 55 years. Engineer. Director since February 2015.

Spencer C  Ross. C.T.M., FCIT. Age 80 years. Bus industry consultant. Director since 2001. Previous Councillor 1968–1971.

John Snider. Age 67 years.  Program Director.  Director since October 2019.

Grahame L Thurling. Age 74 years. Retired bank officer. Director since 1996. Secretary since November 2004.

Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this report unless otherwise stated.

Directors’ Board Meeting Attendance:

			   Number Eligible to Attend	 Attended

	 N	 Buckley	 2	 1

	 J	 Dalton	 6	 6

	 CB	 Gilbertson	 6	 6

	 C	 Harding	 6	 6

	 P	 Holding	 6	 6

	 CR	 Mackey	 6	 6

	 SC	 Ross	 6	 5

	 J 	 Snider	 6	 6

	 GL	 Thurling	 6	 6
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
New South Wales Division

ACN 000 538 803
DIRECTORS’ REPORT (Continued)

2.  The principal activities of the Society during the financial year were publication of books and magazines, 
recording railway history, the collection of records of interest to railway historians, the operation of a railway 
bookshop and the operation of railway tours. No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred 
during the year.
3.  The net deficit /surplus of the Society for the financial year amounted to Loss $211,858 (2020: Loss 
$360,655).
4.  No matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year that significantly affect or may 
significantly affect the operations of the Society in subsequent years.
5.  The Society expects to maintain the present status and level of operations and hence there are no likely 
developments in the operations in future financial years.
6.  The Society’s operations are not regulated by any significant environmental regulation under a law of the 
Commonwealth or of a State or Territory.
7.  The Society has paid premiums to insure each of the Directors against liabilities for costs and expenses 
incurred by them in defending any legal proceedings arising out of their conduct while acting in the capacity 
of a director of the Society, other than conduct involving a wilful breach of duty in relation to the Society.
8.  No person has applied for leave of the Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the Society or to intervene in 
any proceedings to which the Society is a party for the purpose of taking responsibility on behalf of the Society 
for all or part of those proceedings. The Society was not a party to any such proceedings during the year.
9.  Short term objectives of the Society: The ARHS NSW is the only organisation of this type in NSW, holding 
the largest private repository of railway related documents, photos, records and publications. Its short –term 
objectives are to provide access to these resources to members, to the public and to organisations who have a 
commercial need to research a topic relating to railways in NSW. The Society also aims to provide a range of 
opportunities for supporting and encouraging railway enthusiasts including the publication of two regular 
magazines, arranging railway tours, organising railway related events and operating a specialist bookshop. 
The short term objectives are to generate sufficient revenue to maintain these operations and to be seen as the 
leading authority on railway history in NSW and its significant role in the development of the state.
10.  Long term Objectives of the Society. The Society has a long history and its aim has always been to support, 
encourage and facilitate the interests of those who are interested in Australian railways of the past and present. 
The Society faces a number of challenges which it will address in the medium to long term:
•  An ageing and declining membership
•  Changes in the operating environment for bookshops, archives and libraries
•  Changes in the operating environment for railway tours and events
•  A generalised threat to volunteer organisation in maintaining the interest and contribution of volunteers to 
give their time to the level required
•  A change in the role of railways in society both as an employer and a service provider driven by profound 
social and technological changes.
However, the same forces also create opportunities for the Society. Therefore, the Society’s long term objectives 
aim to address these threats and capitalise on the opportunities through:
•  Increased membership and revenue by providing access to some of the Society’s resources online.
•  The expanded use of digital marketing tools to attract new and younger members and to retain existing 
members.
•  Improve our facility, systems and processes to ensure our resources are available beyond living memory.
•  Continue to grow, preserve and publicise the collection so that we become widely known as the source of 
information pertaining to railways, and the authority on matters of railway history particularly in NSW.
•  Develop links to related societies, government agencies and educational Institutions to secure our reputation 
for historical research.
Directors Benefits
No Director has received or become entitled to receive, during or since the financial year, a benefit because of a
contract made by the Company with a Director, a firm of which a Director is a member or an entity in which a
Director has a substantial financial interest, outside of the arrangements allowed by the Constitution.

Dated this 9th day of September, 2021. 9/20/2021
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board.

J Dalton
(Chairman)

GL Thurling
(Director)
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The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements	
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEW SOUTH WALES DIVISION

ACN 000 538 803
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 APRIL 2021

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEW SOUTH WALES DIVISION

ACN 000 538 803

CASH FLOW STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.	
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These notes form part of the financial statements.

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021
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These notes form part of the financial statements.	

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021
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These notes form part of the financial statements

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2020
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These notes from part of the financial statements

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL 2021
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