ARHS Melb LOG #27 Seymour |* July 2025 Tour Notes

AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Email: <melbournelog@arhsnsw.com.au> Mobile 0412 056 033

MELBOURNE BRANCH

ARHS Melbourne Luncheon Outing Group, #27
Seymour Rail Heritage Centre Tuesday |** July 2025 with lunch at
the Railway Hotel Seymour opposite the Station

8:14am  Catch VLine Service to Seymour.

9:50am  Arrive Seymour Station and walk to Seymour Railway Heritage
Centre.

10:05am Arrive Seymour Railway Heritage Centre.

12:15pm Leave Seymour Railway Heritage Centre and walk back to Railway
Hotel for lunch.

12:30pm Arrive Railway Hotel.
|:55pm  Depart Railway Hotel for Seymour Station.
2:05pm  Catch ex Shepparton train back to Melbourne. Tour ends here.

We will be travelling to Seymour for our July 2025 outing and visiting the
Seymour Rail Heritage Centre. The centre was formed in 1983 and has been
dedicated to the preservation of a fleet of heritage rollingstock. The carriages
cover over a century of history including royal and vice regal cars, well known
‘S’ types and some that once featured on the iconic ‘Spirit of Progress’.

In addition, the Centre operates several ex VR diesel locomotives and is
currently nearing the restoration of |515 to service. We will have a chance to
inspect several of the historic carriages as well as the carriage shops and
locomotive buildings. The Centre has kindly offered to bring out several of the
carriages into the open for viewing. There are carriage sets in both broad gauge
and standard gauge.

Seymour was also once home to the mighty ‘S’ class steam locomotives which
were exclusively used on the ‘Spirit of Progress’ between Melbourne and

Albury.

Seymour is a town located in the Southern end of the Goulburn Valley in the
Shire of Mitchell, Victoria, Australia and is located 104 kilometres (65 mi) north
of Melbourne. At the 2021 census, Seymour had a population of 6,569.
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The township services the surrounding agricultural industries (primarily equine,
cattle, sheep and wine) as well as the nearby military base of Puckapunyal
(population 1,176), which is an important training centre for the Australian
Army. Other important sectors of employment in Seymour include retail, light
engineering, agricultural services support, medical services, and education.

History

The Taungurung people are the traditional owners and inhabitants of the area
Seymour now occupies. Specifically, it is the land of the Buthera Balug clan who
occupied the area when Europeans first settled the region in the early 1800s. In
1824, Hume and Hovell on their return from Port Phillip, camped by the
Goulburn River not far upstream of Seymour. In 1836 Major Thomas Mitchell
crossed the Goulburn at Mitchellstown and soon afterwards overlanders and
other early settlers began to use this crossing place on the Melbourne—Sydney
route (now known as the Hume Highway). The mail service between
Melbourne and Sydney had been operating for just a year when it was found
that a better route was available using the "New Crossing Place".

The Robert Burns Inn was operating there by the end of 1839. In 1841 the
Government decided that the new crossing place was the likely spot for a
town. Plans were laid before the Executive Council of NSW and Mitchell
proposed the name Seymour which was approved on 21 December 1843. The
town was named after Lord Seymour, the son of the | Ith Duke of Somerset.
The Post Office opened on | July 1844. The railway arrived in 1872 along with
substantial infrastructure to support it, establishing the town as an important
rail hub for the Goulburn Valley, the Melbourne—Sydney railway and North
Eastern Victoria. It was one of the first Victorian examples of the railway town
phenomenon. In the heyday of the railway it employed 400 men and along with
their families comprised one-third of the town population, or 1,500 people. In
1871 the Shire of Seymour was established which also included the towns and
localities of Avenel, Mangalore, Tallarook, Whiteheads Creek, Trawool,
Hilldene and Northwood. It was proclaimed the Rural City of Seymour in 1993.
In 1994, the Rural City of Seymour was abolished and incorporated into the
Shire of Mitchell.

Seymour was one of Victoria’s first ‘Railway Towns’, Seymour is home to an
extravagant heritage Railway Station, Black Train park and the Seymour Railway
Heritage Centre.

Seymour Railway Heritage Centre

The Seymour Railway Heritage Centre (SRHC) is a railway preservation group
based in Seymour, Victoria, Australia.
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The volunteer non-profit incorporated association was established in 1983 as
the Seymour Loco Steam Preservation Group to restore and preserve
locomotives and rolling stock as used on the railways of Victoria.

The group is an accredited railway operator under the Victorian Rail Safety Act
2006, permitting it to move trains within its own depot.

The group is also accredited to maintain and provide rolling stock on the
Victorian railway network, running charters, tourist and railfan specials across
the state with their fleet of restored trains. Since the early 2000s, it is also a
provider of locomotives to freight operator SSR, and previously Qube, SCT
and El Zorro until the latter ceased trading.

Fleet

The Seymour Railway Heritage Centre is the custodian of a number of heritage
pieces of rolling stock owned by the Victorian Government (by either VicTrack
or V/Line), which are on a permanent lease basis as well as other rolling stock
owned outright.

Locomotives in the custody of the group include steam locomotives J515,
mainline diesels C501, S303, X3 1 and B74 and a number of smaller branchline
T class locomotives, (T320, T357 & T378). Also 600 hp diesel railcar DRC43.

Locomotives owned by the group are: GM36, T378, T382, KI76 & ]512.

Carriages in the group's collection include 1906 E type wooden sitting and
sleeping carriages as used on the Adelaide Express and The Overland, the
majority of the original 1937 Spirit of Progress consist, and carriages used on
Victorian Railways Royal Trains.

In 2007, the Seymour Railway Heritage Centre was provided with funding from
the VicTrack Heritage Program for the restoration of the Spirit of Progress
consist and heritage diesel locomotives B74 and S303, and on 25 November
2007 a commemorative run was made for the 70th anniversary of the first
Spirit of Progress service.

New additions

In late August 2009, locomotives S310 and T382 were transferred to Seymour
and became part of the SRHC collection. Both units were delivered in a non-
operational state with T382 being the first to undergo re-activation as well as a
full bodywork overhaul and repaint into the Victorian Railways blue and gold
livery and ran its first tour on 18 December 2021 to Tocumwal, New South
Wales. Restoration of S310 has been put on hold and will be restored at a later
date.
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In early January 2010, X31 was transferred to Seymour and became part of the
SRHC collection. This event made X31 the first of its class to enter
preservation. X3 | underwent a full bodywork overhaul and repaint into
Victorian Railways blue and gold livery, then entered traffic as a heritage unit
on hire to El Zorro in March 201 I. Until the transfer to Seymour, X3 1| was
part of the Pacific National fleet and had spent many months in storage.

In early 2012, the SRHC purchased diesel locomotive GM28 (displayed as
GM22) and three carriages located in Port Pirie, South Australia. Two of the
carriages being sitting lounges and one a kitchen and dining area (All carriages
have been burnt and vandalised after the train was moved behind a building in
2009). The group paid $33,000 in total, the train is still sitting at Port Pirie
station until it can be removed. Trashed former display locomotive GM28
masquerading as GM22 departed Port Pirie bound for the Seymour Railway
Heritage Centre, 26 June 2012. The trashed carriages have been moved out
onto railway land out near Coonamia.

In August 2017, ex-Pacific National locomotive X37 was transferred over to
Seymour and has become part of the SRHC collection. This event sees the
second X class locomotive to enter preservation and X37 is the class leader of
the subclass second series X class locomotive which had preserved. As of
August 2019, X37 is still in Freight Australia livery and is not in an operational
condition, as time and finances permit, X37 will be restored back into traffic
within the near future.

In June 2020, VicTrack Heritage allocated locomotive A60 to the SRHC
collection. This event sees the First Mainline Diesel Electric Locomotive for the
Victorian Railways preserved and retained for future generations.

A60 is the class leader of the A Class Locomotives and formerly the B Class
Locomotive (prior to its rebuild). As of April 2021, A60 is still in its V/Line Red
and Blue livery and is not in an operational condition, A60 will be restored
back into traffic within the near future. A60 has been also been nominated and
formally enlisted to be an asset of significant Victorian State Heritage for being
the first mainline diesel electric locomotive to the Victorian Railways.

In January 2024, Seymour announced that Pacific National had gifted the
organisation Diesel Locomotive A78, after being stored for many years at
Bendigo Workshops with an uncertain future.
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Locomotives
Year
Number Image )
built
J512 1954
J515
K176 1941
1952,
! | rebuilt
in
A60/B60
1983
to
A60
1953,
rebuilt
in
A78
1984
to
A78
1953
C501 1977
S303 1957
S307 1957
S310 1960

Builder

Vulcan Foundry

Newport
Workshops

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville, Rebuilt
at: Clyde
Engineering,
Rosewater

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville, Rebuilt
at: Clyde
Engineering,
Rosewater

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Rosewater

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Status

Out of
Traffic,

Overhaul
[11]

Stored

Stored

Stored

Stored,
Operational

Operational

Stored,
Operational

Operational

Stored

Gauge

S/IG

B/G

B/G

B/G

B/G

B/G

S/IG

S/IG

B/G

B/G

Notes

To visit transfer to the Victorian Goldfields
Railway in 2006 and Returned to traffic in mid
April 2012. Loaned from Seymour Railway
Heritage Centre. Returned to Seymour 24
January 2015 for major overhaul and awaiting
test run.

Recent addition to SRHC.

Recent addition to SRHC. Stored at Bendigo
Workshops.

Hired To SCT

Stored awaiting repairs after suffering minor
fire damage in January 2023.1'2]

Sold to the Seymour Railway Heritage Centre
on 17 March 2023.I'3] Ran its first tour on July
14, 2023.
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Locomotives continued

T320 1955
T342 1956
T357 1961
T378 1964
T382 1964
P22 1985
P23 1985
X31 1966
X37 1970
Y102 1963
GM28 1963
GM36 1966

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville, and
Rosewater.

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville, and
Rosewater.

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville
Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Clyde
Engineering,
Granville

Stored

Operational

Stored,
Operational

Operational

Operational

Operational

Operational

Operational

Stored and
awaiting
restoration

Operational

Stored

Operational,
awaiting
repaint.

B/G

B/G

SIG

B/G

B/G

S/IG

S/G

S/G

B/G

B/G

S/IG

S/IG

Privately owned, leased to the SRHC

T378 has been fitted with an EMD 8-645E
engine. fitted with an ICE radio so can lead.

Not fitted with an ICE radio so can not lead

Privately owned, leased to Seymour Railway
Heritage Centre, Not fitted with an ICE radio
so can not lead

Privately owned, leased to Seymour Railway
Heritage Centre, Not fitted with an ICE radio
so can not lead

Hired to SCT

Yet to be restored, still in ex-Freight Australia
livery. As sold condition from Pacific National.

Used as a shunter at the SRHC depot.
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Carriages and Vans

Top speed
Class Image Type Built (km/h) Number Status Notes

Z vans

3AS, 4AS, 1BS, 11BS, 1CS & Parlor Car

are operational on standard gauge.
S type 115 km/h 18 10 e -
carriage m Operational | 3BS, Mitta Mitta, Dining Car & State Car 5

are operational on broad gauge.

80 km/h

2AE, 30AE, 1BE, 14BE, 26BE, 5ABE,

E type (wooden 10
. . 10 . 16ABE, 3BCE, Yarra Parlor Car & State
carriage carriage Operational .
. Car 4 are operational on broad gauge.
restriction)
N type 3 ACN3, BRN53 & BN19 are operational on
) 115 km/h 4 .

carriage | = Operational | standard gauge.

PZ10i tional tandard 5
Z type o , 5 is operational on standard gauge
carriage 113 km Operational | VAM1 is operational on broad gauge.

- -

GM36, T357 & J515 with new paint. Date unknown.
<https://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/discovermitchell/visit-our-towns/seymour>
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From left to right, C501,pivately owned CL17, A60, S307 and B74 at the Seyrnor depot during
an open day in 2024.

By Jason L - Own work, CCO, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=155348037
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Signal Diagram 1930-009 lhs showing the extensive yards and tracks at Seymour.
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ohih0 e

Signal Diagram 1930-009 rhs showing the extensive yards and tracks at Seymour.
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Information from Wikipedia, SRHC.com.au & mitchellshire.vic.gov.au.
Notes compiled by Geoff Wallace
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